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The press activities of the United States Information Service 
in Germany must take into account the opinions and mentality of the 
newspaper editors rather than the general population, since it is the 


editors who decide whether to make use of USIS materials or not. 


The Research Staff, therefore, designed this study in order to 
obtain the reactions of that specialized group in the population. 
It represents the first time a representative sample of responsible 
editors of West Germany's 700 daily and weekly newspapers have been 


polled. 


Interviewing was conducted between October 4, 1956 and December 14, 
1956 by specially selected interviewers of DIVO - Markt-, Meinungs-, und 
Sozialforschung, G.m.b.H., Frankfurt/Main, a German survey organization 


working under contract with the Research Staff. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2022 with funding from 
University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Alternates 


https://archive.org/details/westgermaneditorunit_0O 
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Part I - West Germany's Most Important Problem 


West German editors are much more concerned with the area of 
foreign affairs (and particularly with reunification) than is the 
general population. According to these editors, the press can make 
its best contribution towards solving internal problems by objective 
reporting. When it comes to foreign affairs, they want the press to 


take a particular point of view and propagandize for it. 


Part II ~- The Tasks of the Press 


While a plurality of the pressmen say that both news and inter- 
pretation is important, among those with a choice there is a tendency 
to stick to straight presentation. In a later open query as to what is 
the most important task of the press, two-thirds answered "furnish in- 


formation." 


A majority of the editors feel that the press should not report 
on everything. Their primary concern is with violations of “common 


taste." 


Although very few editors thought that the press fulfilled its 
tasks badly, only one out of twenty would go so far as to say that it 
did them very well. 


Part III - Comparisons of Press and Radio 


Although they are newsmen, there is only a slight tendency for them 
to name press rather than radio, or magazines as the medium which must be 
most careful to maintain objectivity. However, they have no difficulty 
in choosing the press over radio as having the greater influence on 


public opinion. 


Despite these replies, two out of three pick their own medium, rather 


than radio, as dispensing the most propaganda. 


ROE 


Part IV - Freedom of the Press 


The editors are confident that they have freedom of the press 
today in Germany. Still, half of them look to legal means as the best 
way to safeguard it, while half suggest things the press itself can do. 


The great majority are willing to accept some restri¢etions on 
their freedom, while only a small group insists that its rights must never 


be abridged. 


Discretion is seen employed by the press when dealing with events 
concerning the Federal Republic, the United States, as well as the other 
Western Powers. Such discretion is not used when dealing with the 
Soviet Union. These situations are considered "just about right" by the 


majority. 


Despite the fact that they felt that they had a large degree of 
freedom of the press, when it comes to a choice between Germany, England, 
France and the United States, as to where freedom of the press is best 
realized, the United States comes in first by a wide margin. Germany 


is a poor third behind England. 


Advertising is seen as almost no danger to the freedom of the press, 
rather the government and special (economic) interest groups are feared 


most. 


The idea of special legal protection for public figures or for the 
Bundeswehr (army) against bad treatment in the press is opposed by a 


two to one margin. 


The great majority see freedom of the press maintained in the future. 
The degree to which they have this faith is based upon their evaluation 
of its status today. Those who see freedom of the press being maintained 
base their belief on the continued functioning of German democracy and 


on the press! own ability to safeguard its rights. 
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Part I = west Germany's Most Important Problem 


EDITORS MORE CONCERNED WITH REUNIFICATION AND FORSIGN RELATIONS THAN 


THE GENERAL POPULATION IS ... 


When the sample of editors of West Germany's newspapers were asked 


to name the most important problem facing West Germany today, 


their re- 


plies contained interesting differences from those obtained from a cross- 


section of the West German population some three months before. 


While it is true that a majority of both groups were concerned with 


foreign affairs rather than internal affairs, 


the preoccupation of the 


editors with foreign relations is much stronger. Then too, within the 


field of foreign relations, two out of every three comments by the editors 


concerns reunification of Germany (62% out of a total of 93%). 


Within 


the general population, some four out of seven comments concerning foreign 


affairs touched on reunification (43% out of 70%). 


"What, do you think, is the most important problem 


facing West Germany today?" 


vuiy 56 
(1646) 
General Population 
Foreign Relationsa (70%) 
European integration 1% 
West German remilitar- 
ization g 
Peace ne 
Reunification 43 
Internal Affairs ( 30%) 
ae Kconomics 
Standard of living, 
economic conditions 41 
Employment ‘ 
Housing 3 
Taxes 2 
Others 1 
bes Poli ticad:s 
Governmental problems 
Communism 1 
Other internal problems 1 
No opinion/No answer 9 
10 0% 


* Less than one half of one per cent. 


Oct 56 
(7229 
Editors 
Foreign Relations (93%) 
European integration A% 
External se- 
curity 6 
Peace Pe 
Reunification 62 
Others 6 
Internal Affairs (21%) 


Qs 


Economic: 

Standard of living, 
economic conditions 

Employment 

Housing 

Taxes 

Others 


Politicals 

Governmental problems 
Communism 

Other internal problems 
Remilitarization 


No opinion 


@ Some respondents gave more than one answer. 


PRESS CONTRIBUTION TOWARD SOLVING INTERNAL PROBLEMS SEEN IN OBJECTIVE 
REPORTING ..- 
PRESS CONTRIBUTION TOWARD SOLVING FOREIGN AFFAIRS SEEN IN PROPAGANDIZING 
FOR A POINT OF VIEW .e. 
when the newspaper editors were asked what contribution the West 
German press could make towards solving the problem which had been named 
as the most important one (or ones) facing the country, an analysis of their 


proposals according to the area of concern shows considerable differences. 


Reactions to each of the topics coded in the above table varied con- 
siderably. Since a relatively small percentage of the respondents mentioned 
topics having to do with internal affairs of West Germany, the stability of 
the figures in the resulting cross-tabulation for this area is not very 
great when individual topics are studied. The two sectors of internal 
economic and political problems can, however, be taken as units. Accord- 
ing to the editors, the German press should confine itself to objective 
reporting when problems of internal political importance are concerned 
(the best method proposed by seven out of eight who mentioned this as West 
Germany's most important problem). When internal economic matters are in- 
volved, only every other person mentioning this as most important, thought 
straight objective reporting would be the best contribution the press could 


make. 


Within the field of foreign relations other interesting variations are 
to be seen. Three out of every four editors concerned with the problem of 
Kuropean integration saw the main task of the press as objective reporting 
in support of this goal. On the other extreme, two out of three who men- 
tioned reunification or external security were not content to rely on 
objective reporting alone, and so suggested that the press should push a 
definitive point of view. 

"In what way, do you think, can the 


press contribute toward solving this 
problem?" ** 


Objec—- Propa- Not much 
tive gandize Other can be 
report- for point contri- done / No No. of 
ing of view butions opinion cases 
"What, do you think, is the most 
important problem facing West 
Germany today?" 
roreign Relations 
European integration 15% -% 25% *%...100% 26 
External security in" 66 tT] * 49 
Peace 47 43 20 * 108 
Reunification a7 54 6 3 449 
Others ri) 13 v5 * 41 
Internal Affairs 
Economic 50 25 47 8 90 
Politiosal 78 * en * 65 


* Less than one half of one per cent. 
** For detailed comments see appendix. 


Part II = Tasks of the Press 


PLURALITY VIEWS BOTH PRESENTATION AND INTERPRETATION OF NEWS AS 
MOST IMPORTANT TASK OF THE PRESS ... 

When the sample of leading newspaper-editors was asked which 
is the nost important task of the press, the communication of 
news or its interpretation, a plurality instead of choosing one 
or the other answered that both were equally important (45%). 
Among those who opted for one of the two other possibilities, 
there was a greater tendency to say that the German press should 
merely present the news (33%) rather than interpret it (21%). 

"In your opinion, which is the more important task 


of the press: The communication of news or the 
interpretation of current events?" 


(723) 
Communication of news 33% 
Interpretation of current 
events aL 
Both equally important 45 
No opinion ae 
100% 


MAJORITY OF EDITORS SAY PRESS SHOULD NOT REPORT ON EVERYTHING - 
PRIMARY CONCERN WITH VIOLATIONS OF !COMMON TASTE! ... 


Even though they are the people responsible for putting out 


Germany's newspapers, a majority (59%) of the editors answered 


that there are things which the press should not carry in its 
pages. 


"Do you feel the press should report on every- 
thing as a matter of principle, or are there 
some things on which it should not report?" 


Should report on every- 


thing 40 6 
Should not report on 

everything he 
No opinion 1 


100% 


When those editors who said that the press should not report on 
everything, were asked to give examples of what the press should 
not carry, more than half of the replies concerned possible 
violations of ‘common taste! (mentioned by 47% of all editors 
interviewed). The things to be avoided, as they saw it, were 
reports of crimes, trials (particularly those of a sensational 
nature), subjects which offend 'good taste!, juvenile problems, 


and sensationalism of the yellow journal variety. 


They were far less concerned with such things as the privacy 
of the individual (mentioned by 14%), infringing on the authority 
of the State (12%), or establishing the truth of what they might 
publish before using it (8%). 


"Do you feel the press should report on every- 
thing as a matter of principle, or are there 
some things on which it should not report?" 


IF "Should not report on everything": 


"In your opinion, on what things should the press not 
report?" 


Summary Tablexx 


Violation of Common Taste (47%) 

Crimes, trials 1LT% 

Subjects, offending tact, 
taste, or morals 

Juvenile problems 

Sensationalism 

Negative influence on the 
public 2 

Religious themes 1. 


Privacy of the Individual (14% 


Interference with State 
Authority (12%) 
Imperilling the State 10 
Endangering defense 2 
Interfering in municipal 
policies % 


a) 
ON ON 


Concern with Truthfulness ( 8%) 
When truth not 
established | 
Subjects causing con- 
fusion. 3 


Other topics ( 3%) 


* Less than one half of one per cent. 
CG Some respondents gave more than one answer, 


** For detailed comments see pendix. 


MAJORITY SAY PRESS! MOST IMPORTANT TASK IS TO SPREAD INTORMATION ... 


According to two out of three of the German editors inter- 
viewed (66%), the most important task of the press today in West 
Germany is to furnish information concerning events and thereby 
to help spread truth. One editor out of three (32%) is primarily 
concerned with the strengthening of democracy within Germany and 
wants the press to promote democratic principles or educate their 


readers to better citizenship. 


Despite the fact, that as we have previously seen the over- 
whelming majority of the editors thought foreign relations to be 
the most important problem facing West Germany, only one out of 
five mentioned this same area when asked about the most important 
task of the press, 


"What do you think are the most important tasks 
the German press has to fulfill today?" 


inna ae 
Summary Table ** 


Furnish Information ( 66%) 
Inform about daily events A195 
Spread truth and objectivity 25 
Strengthen Democracy (32%) 
Pronote democratic principles 18 
Educate readers to citizenship 14 
Discuss Foreign Relations (2055) 
Reunification 8 
Promote peace fi 
Promote United Europe 3 


strengthen defense against 
lias t 


ine) 


Help Readers Form Own Opinions (1450, 


) 
Ze Stabilizing Factor In Society (12/5) 
Be balance wheel in 
internal politics 10 
Mediate between employees and 
employers 


Mh 


furnish Moral and Hthical Values ( 9% 
as 


Miscellancous Tasks (1 
Promote local events 
Give entertainment 
Other tasks 


Wo opinion 19) 
Ci 


COE R 


Q Some respondents gave more than one answer. 


*%* Por detailed comments see appendix, 


DEGREE TO WHICH PRESS FULFILLS ITS TASKS LEAVES ROOM FOR IMPROVEMENT ... 


Although very few of the 
fulfilled its essential tasks 
out of twenty would go so far 
The great bulk of the editors 
tasks "well" (40%) or "fairly 


editors thought that the German press 
"badly" or “very badly" (7%), only one 

as to say that it did it "very well" (5%). 
answered either that the press fulfilled its 
well" (43%). 


"In your opinion, how well does the German press 
fulfill these tasks?" 


Very well 
Well 

Fairly well 
Badly 

Very badly 
No opinion 


EDITORS RATE PRESS BEST IN PROMOTING DEMOCRATIC PRINCIPLES - WORST IN 
SAFEGUARDING DEFENSE AGAINST THE BAST ... 


The degree to which the editors feel the German press has fulfilled 
the tasks which they have designated as the most important the press has 


in Western German varies with the task in mind. The overall rating was 


given in the section above. 


From the table below one notes that the German press is supposed to 
be doing its best in promoting democratie principles (55% mentioning this 
as the most important task of the press say that it is being done "well" 
or "wery well"). The most important task which is being least satisfactori- 
ly handled is the safeguarding of the defense against the East. Almost 
three out of ten: (29%) mentioning this as the most important task say, 
however, that the press is fulfilling it "badly". 
"Tn your opinion, how well does the 
German press fulfill these tasks?" 


No. 
Very Fairly Very No of. 
well Well well Badly badly opinion cases 
"What, do you think, are the 
most important tasks the German 
press has to fulfill today?" 


Furnish information 
Inform about daily 


events 6% 45% 38% 4% 1% 6%..100% 296 
Spread truth and 
objectivity Braet 2 44 2 1 6 182 


Strengthen democracy 


Promote democratic 

principles 6 49 49 3 4 2 140 
Educate readers on 

citizenship 5 42 41 5 4 3 103 


Discuss foreign relations 
Reunification 3 33 50 5 "2 


Promote peace - 48 48 2 - 
Promote United Europe - 46 47 1S - 
Strengthen defense 

against East ~ 30 ete 2g - 


Help readers form own 
opinions 5) 46 a) 8 y 5 100 


Be stabilizing fachor. 27 
society 


Be balance wheel in 

internal politics CP ese 90 4 - 4 it 
Mediate between employees 

and employers ‘4 26 60 f - - 15 


61 
52 
24 


17 


ON me 


Furnish moral and ethical 
values 2 55 50 8 - 5 62 


Miscellaneous tasks 
Promote local events ~ 54 38 
Give entertainment - 45 46 
Other tasks Ba OM 43 


No opinion oh) ~ 12 
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Part III - Comparisons of Press and Radio 


SLIGHT TENDENCY TO SAY PRESS RATHER THAN MAGAZINES OR RADIO MUST 
BE MORE CAREFUL OF OBSERVING OBJDCTIVITY IN REPORTING ... 

When called upon to judge who has to be more careful of ob- 
serving objectivity in reporting, radio, newspapers, or the magazines, 
even though they were all newspaper editors of one kind or another, 
the group found it rather difficult to agree on any one medium. 

Not surprisingly, newspapers were mentioned most often (32%). The 
frequency with which newspapers were selected, however, was not 
much greater than that for magazines and periodicals (24%), or 


for radio (19%). 


"As far as you can judge, who has to be more care-= 
ful of observing objectivity in reporting: Radio, 
the newspapers, or the magazines and periodisals?" 


= ! 
(723) 
Radio 19% 
Newspapers ae 
Magazines and periodicals 2A 
Newspapers, magazines and 
periodicals at 
Redio, nagazines and 
periodicals Ai 
Radio and newspapers a 
All 12 
No opinion ae 
100% 


PRESS MUST BE MORE CARDCFUL OF OBJECTIVITY BECAUSE IT IS MORE INFLUENTIAL ... 
MAGAZINES BECAUSE THEY INDULGE IN SENSATIONALISM ... 
RADIO BECAUSE If REACHES A LARGZR AUDIENCE ,.. 


The main reasons advanced by newspaper editors why the various 
media must.be more careful of their objectivity show interesting 
variations, laturally enough, perhaps, they consider their own forte - 
press = the most influential, They accuse the magazines of being too 
sensational, while radio is seen reaching the largest audience, 

"As far as you can judge, who has to be more care-~ 


ful of observing objectivity in reporting: Radio, 
the newspapers, or the magazines and periodicals?" 


IF "Radio's 
"Why is: thate" 


(270) 
Radio reaches a larger audience: 8% 


"More people listen to the radio than read the papers, 
and besides, radio has the greater range of the two 
information media," 

"Everybody listens to the radio, while only certain 
groups of people read newspapers," 


(Cont'd on next page) 


my Sh) 


(Cont'd from preceding page) 


"Nearly everybody listens to the radio, while only 

a limited number of people read the papersa?! 
"Radio covers a wider range and not only certain 

districts as most of the newspapers," 
Because of its legal basis: 395 
"Broadcasting systems are statutory corporations, 

while the press is free to lend its voice to one 

opinion or the other," 

'adio stations are controlled by the so-called 

Rundfunkrat in which all parties have a say." 


Radio is a neutral, independent institution: 3 


"Broadcasting corporations are completely neutral 
institutions with no pressure groups behind them," 
"ilo one-sided party political influence is exerted 
on. radio," 


Radio has a monopoly: 2 


nee 


"Radio has a monopoly that demands the highest 
professional ethics," 
"Radio has a monopoly that mustn't be misused." 
"Radio stations have a monopoly. Listeners are not 
in a position to send their financial contribution 
to the station whose program they like best, There- 
fore, radio must be more objective in reporting than 
newspapers from which the subscriber oxpects a sub- 
jective opinion, 4 
the spoken word is more infiuential: 3 


a ac an 7 ae A ee RN 


"Radio has to observe greater objectivity because 
its offerings can easily be misinterpreted, What 
was said cannot be checked immediately." 

"The spoken woré: is more effective than the written 
word," 

"The spoken word is more easily digested than the 
written worc.," 


Radio delivers nows faster: 2 


"Radio stations are the first to deliver news, that 
means it has to be strictly correct anc objective," 
"Because radio offers first-hand news." 

"Radio stations are the first to disseminate news." 


Reports are shorten: i 
"Radio only offers news flashes, It can!t go into 

details," 

"As the radio news has,.to be short, it has to be 

precisely formulated," 
Other answers: 1 
"Radio is a more important instrument in the foreign 

affairs field than the press," 

"Many people think radio to be politically influenced, 

they even assume that it is a governmental instrument." 
Objectivity should be the guiding principle of all in- 
formation media (meneral answers): L4 
Ilo opinion/iio answers: 2 

4052 


€ Some respondents gave more than one answer. 


eo es 


iF . Newspapers": 


"Why is that?" 


The written word is more impressive, more in- 
fluential: 


an ek 


"The written word creates a more profound impression 
on the average man than the spoken word," 

"Written words have a more lasting effect," 

"The speken word is sooner forgetten than the written 
one, | 

"The printed word is presented in black-and-white, 
that means it £8 definitely fixed while the spoken 
word can be interpreted one way or the other." 
"A-newspaper can be reread as often as one wants to, 


20% 


e press reaches a larger sudience: sf 


"Newspapers reach larger segments of the population 
than radio. 

"The number of paper readers is greater than the 
number of radio listeners," 

"Due to its wide range, the press exerts greater 
influence," 


are more ‘posed to. ‘eriticism: me 


Nows panes. have closer contact with the public, and 


"The press maintains a direct centact with the 
public, and must aiways, be ready to undergo.scrutiny." 
‘lin sure newspaper cditors. get more. letters, irom, reacore 
vhan the aforementioned institutions. 

newspapers can't afford not to report objectyrvely." 
"Newspapors have to be more careful of observing ob- 
jectivity because thsy are more closcly Watched by the 


pub lpror,? 


ie VAAN A 7 
Thas means Nps Mas) 


Hovspapers arc consicerec more reijiables ) 
"People bestow the greatest trust upon their particular 

newspaper, consequentely the newspapors bear. greater 

Al ic iraees a than other es aed eilores 6 mecia," 
"Tf newspapere wouldn't observe strictest objectivity, 

peor ava woulad lose truat, but nearer is wnat newspapers 

LIPO TO tiers 
"People take the reports of newspapers for sranted, while 

they are rather scGHtical of news from othe®: Séaches ot 
Hevspapers financially depend on subsomivers and 
advertisers: y 


"There is sharp competition between newspapers, and 
financial dependence on advertisers, Those two facts 
force the daily: presse to observe objectivity,” 

"If newspapers want to avoid losing subseribers and 


L = 


advertisers, they hae to stick to objectivity 
por tings 

"As nevspapers aren't as self-supporting as radio cor- 
porations, they have to carefully formulate their re-~ 


porte." 


fd on next page} 


Sea Ol eS 


(Cont'd from preceding page) 


Newspapers come out more frequently than magazines: 


"Newspapers find their way every day into the hands 
of readers, while magazines come out only once a 
week," 

"Newspapers readers are presented with a new edition 


every day.” 


Newspapers have an educational mission: 


"Newspapers have an educational purpose and shouldn't 
make any concessions to the taste of the masses." 

"Magazines are meant for entertaining people and for 
satisfying their craving for sensations, while news- 


papers should contribute toward educating the public." 


Other answers: 


"Newspapers are politically independent." 
"Newspapers follow current events more closely." 


Objectivity should be the pudding principle of 


all information media (general answers 


No opinion/No answer: 


@ Some respondents gave more than one answer. 


IF "Magazines and periodicals": 
"Why is that?" 


Magazines and periodicals indulge in sensationalism: 


"These publications place undue emphasis on sensational 
stories." 
"All they are interested in is sensations. They don't 
care whether such stories are true or have any value." 
"The pictorials don't perform their task properly. Let 
them dish out some sensations, that's all right, but 
they shouldn't forget to impart serious news as well." 
"These publications show a tendency to dress up current 
events as sensations, disregarding the consequences." 
"Ags they are apt to make a mountain out of a molehill, 
magazines and periodicals often overshoot the mark," 
"They describe events in a one-sided manner, stressing 
the sensational side and largely ignoring cold facts," 


Magazines and periodicals have a great influence: 


"The readers of magazines are less critical than news- 
paper readers or radio listeners and therefore they are 
more easily swayed." 

"These publications cater especially to the uneducated 
masses," 

"Magazines and pictorials are read by the masses of 
common people and they are meant to gratify the in- 
stincts of the masses," 


Vie for circulations: 


"The magazines vie with each other to woo readers. 

They aim at boosting circulation at any cost," 

"The compelling idea is to sell as many copies as 
possible." 

"In order to outstrip their competitors, magazine 
publishers go too far in making allowances for the 

bad taste of their readers," 

"llagazine publishers must sell a large number of 

copies and therefore they makes the most extensive cone 
cessions to the public." 


Other answers: 


"Once some item is printed, it cannot be oblitcrated," 
"Magazines are most widely read at®Oad, Many people 
bought a copy of "Spiegel" in which cruel pictures from 
Hungary were published," 

"They shouldn't bring posed photographs," 


Objectivity should be the suiding 
information media (feneral answers 


No opinion/No answer: 


rinciple of all 


© Some respondents gave more than one answer. 


EIGHT OUT OF TEN EDITORS THINK PRESS RATHZR THAN RADIO HAS GREATER 
INFLUENCE ON PUBLIC OPINION .:.. 

West German editors are certainly convinced of the power of their 
own medium as against that of radio. In reply to the query as to which 
of the two outlets has a greater influence on public opinion eight out 
of ten (79%) as against one out of twenty (6%) chose the press rather 
than radio. 


"Which institution, do you think, exerts the greater 
influence on public opinions: Radio or press?" 


Radio 6% 
Press te 
Both the same "es 
No opinion = 
100% 


EDITORS FEEL PRESS HAS MORE INFLUENCE ON PUBLIC OPINION BECAUSE THE 
WRITTEN WORD IS MORE IMPRESSIVE, AND MORE LASTING THAN THE SPOKEN WORD ... 


When those newspapermen who said that the press had more influence 
on public opinion than radio has were asked to explain why this should be 
so, the overwhelming majority pointed to the lasting impression which they 


felt the written word had on the public mind. 


"Which institution, do you think, exerts ‘the greater 
influence on public opinion: Radio or press?" 


aa “Nase 
"Why does the press exert the greater influence on 
public opinion?" 


The written word is more impressive, more lasting: 67% 


"It has been scientifically proven that the perceptive 
faculty of ninety out of a hundred persons is primarily 
visual, while only ten per cent assimilate more easily 
what they have heard." 

"The printed word always leaves a more profound impression 
on the mind than the spoken word." 

"The effect of the printed word is more intensive and more 
permanent. One doesn't concentrate so much on what one hears, 
One reads more attentively." 

"Printed is printed. One can reread something printed any 
time." 

"A newspaper is sort of a document. You can re-examine 
its contents any time." 

“Over the radio you hear an item just once. If you have a 
paper, however, you can reread a passage several times 
until you have grasped its contents." 

“After having heard a piece of news, most people grab a 
newspaper to see if what they've heard is true." 


(Cont'd on next page) 


cg Bin 


(Cont'd from preceding page) 


The press is in a position to report and comment in 

greater detail: 

"The press is in a position to report in much greater detail 
on current events than the radio. The radio only offers 
brief commentaries." 

"The press reports at greater length on current developments." 

"The press records daily happenings more minutely. The radio 
restricts itself to brief commentaries." 

"The radio brings the news just as the press does, but the 
press has more possibilities to illustrate the different 
angles of a matter." 


The press reaches a larger audience than the radios 


"The press reaches a much larger segment of the population." 
"Many more people read a paper than listen to the radio." 
"Everybody takes a look at the newspaper, but not all people 
listen to the newscasts." 

"There is hardly anybody who doesn't read the newspavers."” 


a a ee 


"If you want to listen to a news broadcast, you are bound 
to a certain time schedule. But you can read the papers 
whenever you have some time to spare." 

"You can take up a newspaper whenever it's convenient to 
you, while you have to stick to the program schedule if you 
want to listen to the radio." 

"People can read the papers any time, while the radio pro- 
grams often are scheduled at hours when they are unable to 
tune in. to: thems! 

"One can read the papers at any time of the day in any plage." 


The press has established a better contact with the 
publice 7 


"There is a much more immediate contact between the press and 
its readers." 

"The individual reader sort of feels attached to his par- 
ticular paper." 

"The press and its audience have somehow grown together more 
closely.! 


Other answers: 


"The press is much more serious than the radio - the radio 
broadcasts a lot of trash." 

"The press has many possibilities to form public opinion 
by the way it edits the news. It can omit certain things, 
for instance, and then there are different ways of compos- 
ing headlines, using fat types, and things like that." 


No opinion/No answer: 


* 


Less than one half of one per cent. 
some respondents gave more than one answer. 
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EIGHT OUT OF TEN EDITORS THINK PRESS RATHER THAN RADIO HAS GREATER 
INFLUENCE ON PUBLIC OPINION .<. 

West German editors are certainly convinced of the power of their 
own medium as against that of radio. In reply to the query as to which 
of the two outlets has a greater influence on public opinion eight out 
of ten (79%) as against one out of twenty (6%) chose the press rather 
than radio. 


"Which institution, do you think, exerts the greater 
influence on public opinions: Radio or press?" 


Radio 6% 
Press 19 
Both the same 13 
No opinion 2 
100% 


HAS MORE INFLUENCE ON PUBLIC OPINION BECAUSE THE 


EDITORS FEHL FPRSSS 
1S MORE IMPRESSIVE, AND MORE LASTING THAN THE SPOKEN WORD ... 


WRITTEN WORD 


When those newspapermen who said that the press had more influence 
on public opinion than radio has were asked to explain why this should be 
so, the overwhelming majority pointed to the lasting impression which they 


felt the written word had on the public mind. 


"Vhich institution, do you think, exerts the greater 
influence on public opinions: Radio or press?" 


Cry SPriees 
"Why does the press exert the greater influence on 
public opinion?" 


The written word is more impressive, more lasting: 67% 


"It has been scientifically proven that the perceptive 
faculty of ninety out of a hundred persons is primarily 
visual, while only ten per cent assimilate more easily 
what they have heard.” 

"The printed word always leaves a more profound impression 
on the mind than the spoken word." 

"The effect of the printed word is more intensive and more 
permanent. One doesn't concentrate so much on what one hears, 
One reads more attentively." 

"Printed is printed. One can reread something printed any 
time." 

"A newspaper is sort of a document. You can re-examine 
its contents any time." 

"Over the radio you hear an item just once. If you have a 
paper, however, you can reread a passage several times 
until you have grasped its contents." 

"After having heard a piece of news, most people grab a 
newspaper to see if what they've heard is true." 


(Cont'd on next page) 
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(Cont'd from preceding page) 


The press is in a position to report and comment in 

greater details 9% 
"The press is in a position to report in much greater detail 
on current events than the radio. The radio only offers 
brief commentaries." 

"The press reports at greater length on current developments." 
"The press records daily happenings more minutely. The radio 
restricts itself to brief commentaries." 

"The radio brings the news just as the press does, but the 
press has more possibilities to illustrate the different 
angles of a matter." 


The press reaches a larger audience than the radios 8 


"The press reaches a much larger segment of the population." 
"Many more people read a paper than listen to the radio." 
"Everybody takes a look at the newspaper, but not all people 
listen to the newscasts." 

"There is hardly anybody who doesn't read the newspauers.* 


Newspapers can be read anywhere at any time: id 


"If you want to listen to a news broadcast, you are bound 
to a certain time schedule. But you can read the papers 
whenever you have some time to spare." 

"You can take up a newspaper whenever it's convenient to 
you, while you have to stick to the program schedule if you 
want to listen to the radio." 

"People can read the papers any time, while the radio pro- 
grams often are scheduled at hours when they are unable to 
tune in to them." 

"One can read the papers at any time of the day in any place." 


The press has established a better contact with the 


publics 2 


"There is a much more immediate contact between the press and 
its readers." 

"The individual reader sort of feels attached to his par- 
ticular paper." 

"The press and its audience have somehow grown together more 
closely." 


Other answers: 2 


"The press is much more serious than the radio - the radio 
broadcasts a lot of trash.” 

"The press has many possibilities to form public Opinion 
by the way it edits the news. It can omit certain things, 
for instance, and then there are different ways of compos- 
ing headlines, using fat types, and things like that." 


No opinion/No answers 


Sl 


* Less than one half of one per cent. 
@ Some respondents gave more than one answer. 


seit 


WHY RADIO HAS MORE INFLUENCE ... 


“Which institution, do you think, exerts the greater 
influence on public opinions Radio or press?" 


Tei Radio ls 
“Why does the radio exert the greater influence on 
public opinion?" 


The radio reaches a larger audienee than the press: 


"T can think of only one reason: Mere people listen to the 
radio than read a newspaper." 

"It's because of the numerieal superiority of radio listeners 
over newspaper readers among Germans." 

"The answer lies in the character of the radio. Everybody 
listens to the radio, but not everybody reads a newspaper. 
The newspapers appeal only to certain groups of people, while 
the radio is universally popular." 


The svoken word is more easily and more actively assimilated: 


"It's more of an effort to read than to listen." 

"The best approach to a person's mind is through the ear. 
The spoken word is always more effective as it exerts an 
immediate influence on people." 

“People are more responsive to the spoken word than to the 
printed word." 


Radio is considered more eredibles 


"The radio announcements are accepted at face value." 

"One accepts the news disseminated by the radio more un- 
reservedly. When reading a newspaper, one is inclined to 
search for a certain tendency and to think of the editorial 
policy." 


Radio programs are more topicals 


"The radio beats the press in bringing the latest news." 
"The radio reports on new developments immediately." 
Other answers: 


"Women listen to the radio very frequently. And in many 
cases it's they who shape the opinion of their families re- 
lying on information obtained from the radio." 

"The radio is more strongly monopolized." 


* Less than one half of one per cent. 
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ALMOST TWO-THIRDS SEE PRESS DISSEMINATING THE MOST PROPAGANDA -¢.- 


Despite the fact that eight out of ten West German newspaper editors 
answered that their own medium rather than radio exerted a greater in- 
fluence on public opinion, it is interesting to note that almost two-thirds 
of them (64%) felt that the German press (rather than radio) dispensed 
the most propaganda. While the entire group might well be assumed to be 
biased in any comparison of the press and radio, only 17 per cent said that 
radio disseminates the most propaganda. 


"Through which outlet is the most propaganda disseminateds 
Through the radio or through the press?" 


Radio 11% 
Press 64 
Both the same ‘i 
No opinion 4 
100% 


Regardless of their opinion as to which, radio or press, has the 
greater influence upon public opinion in Germany, a majority of all editors 
feel that it is the press which disseminates the most propaganda. This 
eonclusion can be seen in the following cross-tabulation of the results of 
the two preceding questions. For example even among those editors who 
felt that radio (rather than the press) had the most influences upon public 
opinion, a majority (56%) said that the press disseminated more propaganda 
than radio. On the other hand, among those editors who felt that the press 
was the most influential 68 per cent answered that it was the press which 
disseminated more propaganda. 


"Which institution, do you think, exerts 
the greater influence on public opinions 
Radio or press?" 


Both No No. of 
Radio Press the same opinion cases 
"Through which outlet is the most 
propaganda disseminated: Through 
the radio or through the press?" 


Radio 25% 16% 21% -% 121 
Press 56 68 sy 50 465 
Both the same 2 4 9 - SS 
Wo opinion xi 12 ne 102 


Q 
100% 100% 100% 100% 723 
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Part IV - Freedom of the Press 


Seetion As General situation 


EDITORS CONFIDENT THAT FREEDOM OF THE PRESS EXISTS IN GERMANY - AND TO 
A LARGE DEGREE .«- 
Among the men who know West Germany's newspaper business best, nine 
out of ten (90%) say that freedom of the press exists in Germany to a 
"large" or "very large" degree. Within this group, however, it is true 
that twice as many ( 60% ) contented themselves with selecting the more 
modest reply of "a large degree" rather than the reply indicating their 
belief that freedom of the press exists to “a very large ‘degree" (30%) « 
"And how about the freedom of the press: To what 
degree does it at present exist in Germany? (To a 


very large degree, to a large degree, to a small 
degree or to a very small degree?)" 


To a very large degree 30% 
To a large degree 60 
To a small degree 8 
To a very small degree * 
No opinion 2 
700% 


* Less than one half of one per cent 


THOSE FEW WHO FEEL PRusSS FREEDOM IS SwALL POINT TO TROUBLES IN THE 
POLITICAL ARHA ..>» 


As illustrated by the following comments, half of those few editors 
who thought that the press only had a small degree of freedom (8%) were 


concerned with incidents in the political sector. 


"And how about the freedom of the press: To what 
degree does it at present exist in Germany? (To a 
very large degree, to a large degree, to a small 
degree or to a very small degree? )" 


ow oo awemal)l deeree! or “Is a very small degrees 
“Could 3 you perhaps cite a concrete case where the 
freedom of the press was actually curtailed? 


In the political sectors 370 


"The freedom of the press was curtailed in the John trial." 
"I'm thinking of the Spiegel trial.!' 

"4A Federal minister called me a Communist because I wrote a 
political article," 

"It was curtailed in the case of Saenger, DPA, Sethe and 
Gedlinger." 


By interest groups t 2 


“Industry and big business threatened the "Frankfurter Allge- 
meine' with cancellation of their advertising accounts because 

of articles which conflicted with their interests." 
"When we opposed a strike, the union threatened to boycott us." 
"Two years ago, I wrote an article 'The saver gets cheated! where- 
upon a storm broke loos€ and various savings banks and savings 
associations uttered violent threats. I was seriously put under 
pressure," 

(Cont'd on next page) 
a war 


(Cont'd from preceding page) 


In local politics: 1% 
"The freedom of the press is curtailed in the reporting on local 
politics for instances Glee clubs have a controlling in- 

fluence over critical comments (acts of retaliation)." 
"The editors were expectéd to write biased articles on local 

political meetings." 
"vhen the (former) Gauleiter'ts wife was about to get a flat, 

the administrative authories prevented this. I commented on 

this and was reprimanded." 


By the publishers (consideration of the readers! 
interests): 


"T cannot write an objective article on the picture-house 
owner, I'd get in trouble with the publisher." 

"The freedom of the press is curtailed by the publishers 
who have their financial intérests in mind." 


Other answers: 


"The freedom of the press was curtailed by a German news 
agency. Its reporting is biased." 
"Several years ago in Bavaria, the freedom of the press was 
curtailed in a personal case by the clergy." 
"A magazine for instance published an article with photographs 
of vivisections of dogs in Munich whereupon it was confiscated." 


Don't knows 4 


9% 


* Less than one half of one per cent. 
@ Some respondents gave more than one answer. 
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ONE OUT OF TWO THINKS OF LEGAL MEANS AS BEST WAY TO SAFEGUARD 


FREEDOM OF 


THE PRESS ... 


In reply to the query as to how freedom of the press could best be 


safeguarded in Germany just about every other newspaperman (49%) made re- 


commendations which involved some legal means of furthering this goal. 


Within this group, most replies were coneerned with new, special Federal 


legislation. 


While in the Summary Table below a number 


are shown, 


it should be noted that the newsmen 


what the press as a whole could or should do. 


involving 


press measures also add up to 49 per 


of other major categories 
are equally concerned with 


The various categories 


"How, do you believe, the freedom of the press could 


best be safeguarded in Germany?" ** 


Summary Table 


Recommendations concerning: 


Laws 
Special Federal legislation 
Observe present laws 
Should be no regulation 


Press Activities 
Press must exercise self-control 


Should be increased Press Association 


activity 
Press itself must safeguard its 
freedom 


Through giving objective information 


Independence of the Press 


Press must be economically 
independent 
Press needs more independence 


Journalists 
Better education for journalists 
Journalists need better pay 
Journalists should be independent 
of publishers 


Furthering Democracy 
Mutual Press and State activity 


Better understanding between 
press and government 

Wider opportunities for spreading 
information 


Miscellaneous comments 


Freedom of Press is Utopian 


No opinion/No comment 


@ Some respondents gave more than one answer. 
** For detailed comments see appendix, 
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POLITICAL-LEGAL REASONS ACCEPTED FOR RESTRICTING FREEDOM OF THE PRESS ..». 
ONLY SMALL MINORITY RECOGNIZES NO BASIS FOR RESTRICTIONS ... 


The great majority of the newspaper editors seem willing to accept 
some basis for restriction of freedom of the press, while only a small 
minority (18%) retorted that there was no case when it was permissible 


to restrict the press. 


Among the permissible instances cited, politieal-legal grounds lead 


in frequency (53%), with ethical considerations a close second (45%). 


“In your opinion, in which cases is it permissible to 
restrict freedom of the press?" ** 


Summary Table 


Reasons Editors 


On Political and Legal Grounds (53%) 
Endangering the State Ze 


Violation of law 

Reveal military secrets 

Report of legal process 

Impair national prestige 
Attacks against the government 
Other political reasons 


MM NL @Wvo 


On Ethical Grounds (45%) 
Corrupt morals 18 
Failure to report objectively 
Violate rights of persons or 

institutions 
Upset population 
Corrupt Youth 
Disregarding of responsibility 
Attack religion 
Other ethical reasons 


\O 
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Only in Exceptional Cases ( 8%) 
5 


In times of emergency 
In exceptional cases 3 


Miscellaneous Bases 0 
Laie = 80% 


In no Case 18 


No opinion re 


* Less than one half of one per cent, 
@ Some respondents gave more than one answer. 
** For detailed comments see appendix. 
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ALTHOUGH "TEMPORARY INJUNCTION" (FOR CONFISCATING AN EDITION) SEEN AS 

DISADVANTAGEOUS FOR THE PRESS, ONE-THIRD OF EDITORS APPROVE OF IT ... 
The sample of newspaper editors were given a card upon which four 

opinions concerning the “temporary injunetion" (under which an entire 


edition of a newspaper can be confiscated by a court order) were listed. 


Only one out of four (25%) came right out and labelled it a 
"convenient means for stifling freedom of the press". The largest 
group of editors selected the second statement which saw the injunetion 
"unfortunately abused" although necessary (39%). A full third (334) 
selected one of the remaining two statements: One of them called the 
“temporary injunction" a necessary judicial measure, and the other said 


that it was definitely justified. 


"On this card are some views concerning the use of 

the 'temporary injunction,! according to which the 
entire edition of a newspaper can be confiscated by 
judicial order. Which of the views listed here oomes 
closest to your opinion?" (CARD) 


A - The "temporary injunction" is a con- 
venient means for stifling the freedom 
of the press 25% 


B - Although the "temporary injunction" 
is necessary, it has unfortunately 
been abused too often (to the dis- 
advantage of the press) 39 


C - Although the “temporary injunction" 
is distasteful, it is in practi e, 
a necessary judieial measure 18 


D - The “temporary injunction" is 
definitely justified as a means of 
preventing the press from abusing 
its freedom 15 


No opinion 
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Section B: Influence on German democracy 


NINE OUT OF TEN FEEL PRESS HAS HAD A DECISIVE INFLUENCE ON 
GERMAN DEMOCRACY ... 

To all but a small minority of the newsmen (8%) there seemed to be 
no question but that the German press has had a decisive influence 
upon the development of democracy in Germany in the past few years - 
for nine out of ten (89%) answered that the press had had a decisive 


influence. 


"Do you feel the German press has had a decisive 
influence on German democracy during the past 
few years, or don't you think so?" 


Had a decisive influence 89% 
Had no decisive influence 8 


No opinion 
100% 
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WIDE VARIETY OF EXAMPLES CITED BY THOSE SEEING PRESS INFLUENCE ... 


That group of editors who replied that the press had had a 
decisive influence on German democracy were asked to cite specific 
examples in which the influence of the press could be shown. Their 
answers covered a wide variety of areas - all the way from specific 
instances which were cause celebres at the time through segments of 


the domestic scene to foreign affairs. 


"Do you feel the German press has had a decisive 
influence on German democracy during the past 
few years, or don't you think s»?'" 


IF “Had a decisive influence": 
"Could you perhaps cite a specific example in which 
the influence of the press on democracy could actually 
be shown? (when did the press actually achieve some- 
thing specific?) 
would you please give me some more details on what the 
press did in this particular case and what suc:‘ess it 


had?" ** 
um 
eee 
Examples concerning: 
Examples Editors 
Douestic Affairs (76%) 


influence on government machinery 
Prevent abuses and bureaucratism 9% 
Prevent estadlishment of 
Ministry of Information 6 
Influence legislation 5 
Oppose Federal Press Law 3 
Trigger Cabinet shuffles 1 
Other 2 


Promote democracy 
Educate the public 20%) 
Check Adenauer's authoritarian hs 

tendencies bigs alts 
Other ais 
nfluence Elections 10 


pRaead G besest 
Schlueter affair 4 ) 
Schmeisser affair > ete 
Naumann affair e-.) 7 
Others BA) 


Influence on Defense policy 8 


Yoreign Affairs (167) 
Support Hungarians 
Condemn aggression in Egypt 
solve Saar problem 
Solve POW problem 
Promote West European integration 
Promote contacts with East 
Other examples 
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Miscellaneous Examples 6% 


XO 
© 
© 
u 


74% 


No opinion/No comment 15 


* Less than one half of one per cent. 89% 
@ Some respondentS. gave more than one answer. 
** For detailed comments see appendix. 
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INFLUENCE OF THE PRiSS SEEN AS GREAT OR GRi ATER THAN IN THE PAST ... 


Equal numbers believe that the influence of the press on German 
democracy has remained the same during the past few years (45%) or has 
inereased (another 45%). Fewer than one out of ten (7%) believes that 


the pressisinfluence has decreased lately. 


"Do you believe that the influence of the press on 
German democracy has increased or decreased during 
the past few years, or has it remained unchanged?" 


Increased 45% 
Decreased 7 
Remained unchanged 45 
No opinion p) 
100% 


INCREASED INFLUENCE SEEN AS MAINLY DUE TO IMPROVEMENTS IN THE 
PRESS ITSELF o oe 
In giving their reasons why the influence of the press has increased 

over the past few years, most frequent mention was made of improvements 
in the press itself (20%). Other comments made mention of the improve- 
ments in the political situation (15%) and in the outlook of the 
readers (14%). 

"Do you believe that the influence of the press on 


Cerman democracy has increased or decreased during 
the past few years, or has it remained unchanged?" 


"In your opinion, what is the reason for this 
influence having increased?" «x 


Summary Table 


Improvement due to the Press Itself ( 20%) 
Press is more responsible 
Press is better qualified 
Press is more democratic 
Greater selection of papers 
Press is more objective 
Press has more independence 
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Improvemen’s due to the Political 

Situation (15%) 
Democratic ideas have developed f' 
Sovereignty has occurred 4 
Political situation is stabilized 1 
Other 4 


Improvements due to the Readers (14%) 
Publicts confidence has increased vi 
Political interest of readers has 

increased < 


Miscellaneous Comments ( 2%) 


No _opinion/No comment 1%) 


52%@ 


@ Some respondents gave more than one answer. 
** For detailed comments see appendix. 
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BLAME FOR DECREASED INFLUENCE OF THE FRESS ASSIGNED EQUALLY TO THE 
PRESS ITSELF, THE PUBLIC, AND THE GENERAL POLITICAL SITUATION ..- 


Among that small group of editors (7%) who felt that the influence 
of the press on German democracy has decreased in the past few years, 
the reasons which they ascribe for this occurance fall equally on the 


press itself (3%), the public(3%%) arithe general political situation (2%). 


"Do you believe that the influence of the press on 
German democracy has increased or decreased during 
the past few years, or has it remained unchanged?" 


IF "Decreased": 
"In your o,inion, what is the reason for this in- 
fluence having decreased?" ** 


Summary Table 


Decrease due to the Press itself ( 3%) 
Faults within the papers 
themselves 2 
Press depends too much on the 
government 1 


Decrease due_to the Readers (3%) 
People are too interested in their 
standard of living 2 
Liere! is tiotfatth inthe press 1 


Decrease due to the Political 


Situation ( 2%) 
The democratic idea dwindles away fs 

No opinion/No answer { *% 
8%@ 


* Less than half of one per cent. 
@ Some respondents gave more than one answer. 
** For detailed comments see appendix. 
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Section C: The Use of siiscretion by the Press 


EDITORS SEE THE PRESS EMPLOYING DISCRETION WHEN DEALING WITH THE 
FEDERAL REPUBLIC, THE U.S., OR OTHER WESTERN POWERS ~ BUT NOT WHEN 
DEALING WITH RUSSIA ... 

In the opinion of the majority of the editors, the German press 
employs at least some discretion in dealing with political matters which 
concern the Federal Republic, the United States, or the other Western 
Powers. Only with regard to Russia does a majority say that the press 


uses "hardly any discretion". 


As seen by these editors more discretion is used when dealing with 
the United States than when dealing with the Federal Republic. This is 
particularly seen in the percentages saying that a "“ereat deal of dis- 
cretion" is employed in dealing with these countries (31% for the U.S. as 


against 22% for the Federal Republic). 


"Tf you think of the way the German press criticizes 

the Federal Republic, Russia, America and the other 
Western Powers, to what extent does the press currently 
employ discretion in political matters? 

When dealing with ...,-, for instance, does the press 
exercise a great deal of discretion, some discretion 

or hardly any discretion?" 


Other 
Federal western 
Republic Russia America Powers 
Great deal of discretion 22% 11% 31% 14% 
Some discretion /A5 a] 42 48 
Hardly any discretion 26 56 23 3 
No opinion peel oD ay 4 5 
i 00% 100% 190% 100% 
MAJOHITIES APPROVE OF THE AMOUNT OF DISCRETION ACCORDED BACH 


while as was seen above a difference in the amount of discretion accord- 
ed each of the powers was recognized by the editors, majorities in each case 
called the auount "just about right". There is, however; a slight tendency 
among the others to call the discretion shown towards the Soviets too little 
(23% as against 14% saying what they get is "too much"), and that shown 
towards the United States “too much’ (22% as against but 8% saying “too 
little"). 


"And what's your point of view in this matter? Do you 
feel the press shows too much or too little discretion 
toward the Federal Republic at the present time, or is 
the measure of discretion just about right? And how is 
Lt inthe icage tot te. sis..7% 


Other 
Federal Western 
Republic Russia America Powers 
Too much discretion 20% 14% 22% 14% 
Too little discretion 16 23 8 10 


Just about right 63 


. oes D9 54 69 
Oo opinion sf 
100% a 100% Fate 
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Seotion D: Freedom of the Press in Germany, England, France and 


the United States 
FREEDOM OF THE PRESS BEST RuALIZED IN THE U.S. - GERMANY a POOR THIRD ..- 


When asked to decide in which country, Germany, England, France, or 
the United States, freedom of the press is best realized, German editors 
rate Germany a poor third (8%) behind the United States (41%), and 
England (22%). Only France is left trailing in the dust (2%). 

"hs you see it, in which country is freedom of the 


press best realized? In Germany, England, France 
Ore the /U. Diet 


Germany 8% 
England 22 
France eC 
U.8: 41 
No opinion 27 
100% 


"LONG, DEMOCRATIC TRADITION" IN THE U.S. aND ENGLAND CITED 4S MAIN REASON 
WHY PRESS FREEDOM MORE FIRMLY ESTABLISHED THERE THAN IN GERMANY ... 

The leading reason cited by those who felt that the press enjoys more 
freedom in the United States or in England than in Germany was the exist- 
ence of a "long, democratic tradition" in these countries. With respect 
to the U.S. the second most often cited reason was the independence of the 
press, (while for England the mentality of the English people was men- 
tioned most often after the democratic tradition). 

"As you see it, in which country is freedom of the 


press best realized. In Germany, England, France 
om the. .5.t* 


Ie Vineland sor Ui og. 
“Why do you feel that freedom of the press is better 


realized in ..... than in Germany?" «x 


Summary Table 
Uo. England 


Long Democratic Tradition 20% 10% 
Independence of Press 7 2 
Absence of laws 6 4 
Readers! mentality 4 5 
Cooperation between press and 
government 5 * 
Prestige of the press 2 4 
Generally acknowledged 2 1 
Journalists are objective * 2 
Other reasons 2 4 
No opinion 4 - 
4T%@ 26%@ 


* Less than one half of one per cent. 
@ Some respondents gave more than one answer. 
** For detailed comments see appendix. 
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U.$. PRESS ALSO SEEN AS EXERTING THE STRONGEST INFLUENCE ..-« 


Apparently realization of freedom of the press gives it a strong 
influence. At least that seems to be the line of reasoning utilized 
by the newspaper editor group. Their answers to a question as to 
where the press has the strongest influence, in Germany, England, France 
or the United States, returned the same results as they had previously 
given to a question concerning where freedom of the press was best 
realized. The United States was first with 39 per cent (as against 
41% on the other question), England was second with 25 per cent (as 


against 22%), and again Germany was third with 8 per cent. 


"If you think of the importance of the press to a 
democratic state ~ in which country has the press, 
in your opinion, the strongest influence: In 
Germany, England, France or in the U.S.?" 


Germany 8% 
England 25 
France 4 
U.S. 49 


No opinion Ms 
1 00% 


COUNTRIES WHERE FREEDOM OF THE PRESS BEST REALIZED NOT ALWAYS NAMED 
AS COUNTRY WHERE PRESS INFLUENCE ON DEMOCRACY IS STRONGEST ...- 


Since the replies to the two questions of where freedom of the 
press is best realized and where the press has the strongest influence 
are so similar, one might easily jump to the conclusion that those 
editors who named a country in answering the one question named the 


identical country when it came to the second question. 


That supposition, however, is far from the truth, As can be seen 
in the following cross-tabulation, a majority of those editors who said 
that freedom of the press is best realized in the United States, England, 
or France did chooge these same countries on the second query. Most of 
those who did not choose England or France as the country where the 
press also had the most influence named the United States, while most 


of those who left the U.S. selected England. 


The case of Germany is most interesting, Whitin 8 per cent of the 
editors had named Germany when considering both of these questions, 
cross-tabulation of the replies to the two reveals that they are far 
from being the same people. Only three out of ten (29%) thought of 
Germany in both contexts, while almost equal groups switched from 
Germany as the country where freedom of the press is best realized tc 
the U.S. (25%), to England (24%), or to no opinion (20%) when the 
strongest press influence was considered. 

"As you see it, in which country is free- 


dom of the press best realized? In 
Germany, England, France or the U.S.?" 


No No. of 
Germany England France U.S. opinion cases 

"If you think of the importance tix | POORER AE TIE 
of the press to a democratic 
state - in which country has the 
press, in your opinion, the strong- 
est influences In Germany, England, 
Prance or Gnetheav.s." 


Germany 29% 5% 1% 1% 6% 59 
England 24 49 * 20 16 183 
France 2 5 a5 34 1 29 
U.S. a 41 13 50 24 280 
No opinion 20 10 Hh dare? ae 


20 ery oH ae, 
100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 723 
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Section B: Possible dangers to freedom of the Press 
ADVERTISING SEEN LITTLE DANGER TO FREEDOM OF THE PRESS «coe 


In Western Germany, at least in the opinion of the leading editors, 
there is little danger seen to the freedom of the press from the newspapers' 
advertisers. Almost half (46%) replied that they represented but a 
“small danger", while an additional third (32%) called them “no danger 
whatever". That left only one editor in five (20%) who felt that the news- 
papers! dependence upon advertising was a “great danger" to freedom of the 


press. 


"In your opinion, is the dependence on advertising 
a great danger to the freedom of the press, a small 
danger or no danger whatever?" 


Great danger 20% 
Small danger 46 
No danger whatever is 
No opinion 2 


400% 


GREATEST DANGER SEEN AS COMING FROM THE GOVERNMENT AND SPECIAL (ECONOMIC) 
INTEREST GROUPS. POLITICAL PARTIES saND CHURCH POSE LEAST THREAT ..- 


A later question presented respondents with a list of several insti- 
tutions, and from the list they were asked to select those which they felt 
presented the greatest source of danger to the freedom of the press. 

The two institutions selected by equal percentages, which were far 


above any other, weres 


Wie oe ; oN 
Government and administrative organs fig) 
a ’ <a : (se i 
HConomic associations and interest groups 31%) 


Far behind, with only one-third as many mentions were. church groups (10%) 
and political parties (12%). 
"In your opinion, which of the institutions listed 


here presents the greatest source of danger to the 
freedom of the press?" (CARD) 


Government and administrative organs 31% 
Political parties Vz 
Unions 15 
Bconomic associations and interest 
groups A 
Major industries and capital Be 
Church groups 10 
Other groups (Which? ....-) * 
All 2 
None 7 
No opinion 10 
13370 


* Less than one half of one per cent. 
@ Some respondents gave more than one answer. 


eee 


SPECIAL LEGAL PROTECTION FOR PUBLIC FIGURES AND THE ARMY OPPOSED 
BY 2 31 MARGIN eee 


West Germany's editors are equally opposed to the granting of 
special legal protection to public figures as well as to the army 
against supposedly bad treatment in the press. Two-thirds (67%) call 
both unnecessary, while three-tenths consider it necessary (31% approve 
of it for public figures and 29% for the army). 

"Do you consider special legal protection ...e. 


against bad treatment in the press necessary, or 
don't you?'+ 

Public 

Figures Army 


Yes, necessary 31% 29% 
No, not necessary 67 67 
No opinion 


2 4 
100% 100% 


"PREVENT UNJUSTIFIED ATTACKS" «= LEADING REASON FOR CALLING SPECIAL 
LEGISLATION NECESSARY FOR PUBLIC FIGURES ... 


The reasons advaneed by those editors who consider it necessary to 
grant public figures some sort of special protection against criticism 
in the press seem to exhibit a concern with the “exposed” positions of 
these personalities. 

"Do you consider the special legal protection 


granted public figures against bad treatment 
in the press necessary, or don't you?" 


IF "Yes, necessary"s 


"Why, do you believe, this protection is necessary?"** 


Summary Table 


ne 


Prevent unjustified attacks 13% 
Check the sensational press 8 


Uphold the prestige of the public 
figures 2 


Their private life must be respected 


They must not be hampered in their 


work 2 
Other reasons 1 
No opinion/No answer 1 


@ Some respondents gave more than one answer. 

** For detailed comments see appendix. 

+ Exaet wording - "Do you consider the special legal protection granted 
public figures against bad treatment in the press necessary, or don't 
you?" and "And do you consider special legal protection for the 
Federal Army against bad treatment in the press necessary, or not?" 


+ 


EXISTING LAWS ADEQUATE 
IT IS UNDEMOCRATIC SAY THOSE OPPOSED TQ SPECIAL RIGHTS .e. 


BEHAVE, THERE'LL BE NO ATTACK 
The following summary table presents the reasons advanced by that 
majority of the editors who opposed the granting of special legal pro- 
tection against a "bad press" to public figures. 
"Do you consider the special legal protection 


granted public figures against bad treatment in 
the press necessary, or don't you?" 


IF "No, not necessary": 


"Why, do you believe, this protection is not 
necessary? "xx 


Summary Table 


Existing laws adequate 23% 
It is undemocratic 18 
If they behave, they won't be attacked 2 
The press is responsible 7 
They must take ecriticisn 5 
Privileges would restrict the press a 
Such privileges might be abused | 
Other reasons 1 
No opinion/No answer 1 


T57o@ 
REASONS WHY ARMY SHOULD HAVE SPECIAL PROTECTION ... 


"And do you consider special legal protection 
for the Federal Army against bad treatment in the 
press necessary, or not?" 


If "Yes, necessary": 


"Why, do you believe, this protection is necessary?" xx 


Summary Table 
Soldiers must not be discredited 9% 


Army is an instrument of the State 


Military security must be observed 


6 
6 
The army is just being established 4 
The Press is not objective 1 
The Army must be protected (general) 1 
Other comments 3 

1 


No opinion/No answer 


31%@ 


\N 
— 


@ Some respondents gave more than one answer. 
** For detailed comments see appendix. 


ore 


WOULD BE UNDEMOCRATIC 
CRITICISM PREVENTS ABUSES) SAY THOSE OFPOSED TO SPECIAL ARMY PROTECTION ... 


EXISTING LAWS ADEQUATE 

The reasons given by the newspaper editors why the army should not 
be granted some form of special legal protection against the press are 
much like those they gave in opposition to special privileges for figures 
in public life. Two of the three leading reasons applied to the army 
("it is undemocratic" and "existing laws are adequate") are the same as 
previously noted concerning leading personalities. 

“And do you consider special legal protection 


for the Federal] Army against bad treatment in the 
press necessary, or not?" 


IF "No, not negessary": 


"Why, do you believe, this protection is not 
necessary?" ** 


Sunmary Table 


It is undemocratic 22% 
Criticism prevents abuse phe 
Existing laws are adequate a 
Press is responsible 6 
If they behave, they won't be attacked 4 
Army can protect itself 2 
Relations will improve in time 2 


Special protection is unnecessary, 
but military security must be 


safeguarded 2 
Other reasons ? 
No opinion/No answer 2 


7292 


@ Some respondents gave more than one answer. 
** For detailed comments see appendix. 
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THREE-QUARTERS OF THOSE SAYING SPECIAL LEGAL RIGHTS FOR PUBLIC FIGURES 
IS UNNECESSARY ALSO OPPOSE SUCH RIGHTS FOR THE ARMY ... 


BUT THOSE APPROVING SPECIAL RIGHTS FOR PUBLIC FIGURES SPLIT OVER GRANTING 
SUCH RIGHTS TO THE ARMY ... 


The editors! stand on the appropriateness of special legal rights 
for public figures and for the Bundeswehr is an equivocal one. Three 
out of four editors who say that the granting of special legal rights 
to persons in public life is unnecessary also fee] that it is unnecessary 
for the German army (76%). 


On the other hand, among those who said that it was necessary far 
public figures, about as many say that it is not necessary for the army 
(48%) as agree that the army should also have such special legis-~ 
lation (47%). ~ 


"Do you consider special legal protection 
granted public figures against bad treat- 
ment in the press necessary, or don't 
your" 


Yes, No, not No No. of 


necessary necessary opinion cases 
"And do you consider special legal 


protection for the Federal Army again 
against bad treatment in the press 
necessary, or not?" 


Yes, necessary 471% 22% 1% 211 
No, not necessary 76 36 480 


48 
No opinion 2 32 
see 100% rane 123 


- Dak= 


Section F: Future Development of Freedom of the Press 


SEVEN OUT OF TEN SEE FREEDOM OF THE - PRESS MAINTAINED ... 


The great majority of the editors answered that they felt 
freedom of the press would withstand all attacks (70%),while fewer 
than one out of five (18%) thought that there was more liklihood 
that such attacks would curb the freedom of the press, 

"How do you envisage the development of the freedom 
of the press in the next few years? 

Do you believe the freedom of the press will withe- 
stand all attacks and become more firmly rooted, or 


do you believe that such attacks are more likely to 
curb the freedom of the press?" 


Preedom of the presg will be 


maintained 10% 
Freedom of the press is nore 
likely to be curbed 18 
No opinion ee 
100% 


FAITH IN FUNCTIONING OF DEMOCRACY AND PRESS!S OW! ABILITY CITED AS 
BASES TOR MAINTENANCE OF FREEDOM OF PRESS ... 

A majority of the reasons cited by those editors who were cone 
fident that freedom of the press would be mainteined in the future 
have to do either with their faith that a functioning democracy will 
be their shield (27%), or that there are things the press itself is 


capable of doing which will ensure its freedom (21%), 


IF "Freedom of the press will be maintained" ¢ 

"Could you perhaps explain this in some detail?" 
Summary Table ** 

Faith in Democracy ( 27%) 


Democracy guarantees freedom of the 

press 21% 
The public would protest any in- 

fringement 6 


Actions of the Press Itself (21%) 
Press is capable of defending itself LT 
Objective reporting will guarantee it 3 
Pinancial independence is necessary Z: 


The Political Situation ( 7%) 


Political stability guarantees it 4 
Parties will defend it ¥ 


There is no Cause for Vorry ( 7%) 


There is no danger 4 
All attempts have failed =| 


Miscellaneous Answers ( 9%) 


No Opinion/ No Answer of 


** For detailed comments see appendix, 


@ Some respondents gave more than one answer. 
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PESSIMISTS CITE GOVERNMENT ACTIONS AND REMILITARIZATION ...- 


Most of that small group of editors which thought that freedom 
of the press was more likely to be curbed in the future based their 
fears on possible government actions and curbs that may be imposed in 
the name of military security. 

"How do you envisage the development of the freedom 
of the press in the next few years? 

Do you believe the freedom of the press will with- 
stand all attacks and become more firmly rooted, or 


do you believe that such attacke are more likely to 
curb the freedom of the press?" 


IF "Freedom of the press is more likely to be curbed's 


"Could you perhaps explain this in some detail?" xx 


Summary Table 


Governmental organs fear 


free reporting 1% 
Renilitarization will bring curbs , 
Political parties desire curbs 3 
Trade associations pose a threat 2 
Trade unions are a threat 4 


Publishers! business interests are 
often in conflict 


Irresponsible papers will bring it on 
It is a general trend 

Big business is a danger 

Other answers 


No opinion/No answer 
o@ 


PO 
Rl- ew * a a A 


@ Some respondents gave more than one answer. 
** For detailed comments see appendix. 
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THE LARGER THE DEGREE OF FREEDOM SEEN IN THE PRESS TODAY THE GREATER 
THE OPTIMISM ABOUT THE FUTURE ... 


The higher the original evaluation of the degree qf freedom which 
is felt to exist in the press today, the more the editors seem to feel 
that freedom of the press will bemaintained in the future. Among those who 
felt that the press enjoys a "very large degree" of freedom 77 per cent 
thought that the press will maintain its freedom in the future. But 
among those who felt that there was only a "small" or "very small degree" 
of freedom existing today, only 40 per cent thought that freedom of the 
press will be maintained. 

"How do you envisage the development of 
the freedom of the press in the next 
few years? Do you believe the free- 
dom of the press will withstand all 
attacks and become more firmly rooted, 


or do you believe that such attacks are 
more likely to curb the freedom of the 


press?" 
Will be Likely to No No. of 
maintained be curbed opinion cases 
"And how about the freedom of the 
press: To what degree does it 
at present exist in Germany? (To 
a very large degree, to a large 
degree, to a small degree or to 
a very small degree?)" 
To a very large degree 17% 12% 11%. «.100% 217 
To a large degree 69 19 12 429 
To a small or vary ; 
small degree 44 40 16 64 
No opinion 50 25 BS 16 
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